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no Annals of the American Academy. 

tious questions of economic life. When he finds that in many instances 
the answer of statistics is negative he cannot conceal his disappoint- 
ment. A reader who yearns for positive results finds cold comfort in 
destructive criticism, however keen and conclusive. This, of course, 
lies in the nature of the subject. It is the function of the statistician, 
as I have heard Professor Mayo-Smith define it, to keep mankind from 
being humbugged. Such a service may win for him the commenda- 
tion of the discreet, but cannot earn the applause of the multitude. 

R.OI.AND P. Fai,kner. 



The History of South Carolina under the Royal Government, 17 ■ 19-1776. 

By Edward McCrady, President of the Historical Society of South 

Carolina. Pp. 847. Price, $3.50. New York: The Macmillan 

Company, 1899. 

Mr. McCrady has given us in this volume a work which will hold 
its place among the best of our State histories. Beginning its exist- 
ence under the Utopian scheme of Locke, with Palatines, Landgraves 
and Cassiques, revolting successfully against proprietary rule as early 
as 1719, foremost in the struggle for independence in 1775, applying 
its own doctrine of nullification in 1832, and leading in the formation 
of the new republic in i860, South Carolina has from its earliest 
settlement occupied a unique and important place among the Ameri- 
can commonwealths. 

This position was once fully recognized by historians, but of late 
years has been ignored or minimized. One example of this change may 
be cited from the present work, where the author, quoting Bancroft, 
says: " As the united American people spread through the vast 
expanse over which their jurisdiction now extends, be it remembered 
that the blessing of union is due to the warmheartedness of South 
Carolina," and adds, " strange to say, this passage is omitted in later 
editions of Mr. Bancroft's history." Let it not be inferred from this 
citation that Mr. McCrady's book is controversial, or in any sense a 
"defence" of South Carolina, her actions or institutions; on the con- 
trary, the work is entirely free from this fault. Nor has the author 
fallen into the kindred and common error of instituting invidious 
comparisons, or of magnifying the weaknesses and shortcomings of 
other states in order that the superiority of the state under considera- 
tion might be made more manifest; this mistake has been recently 
exemplified in the biography of a native of Mr. McCrady's own 
state, in which biography a whole people are belittled, to make the 
hero greater. 

But it is not only in the practice of these negative virtues that the 
author has shown himself fitted for his task, his work is characterized 
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throughout by historical acumen, a broad scholarship and the careful 
use of historical sources. He has preferred contemporaneous docu- 
ments to second-hand information in all cases where such documents 
exist, and he has been enabled thus to correct many errors of less 
conscientious historians. 

Among the most interesting portions of the work under review are 
those in which the social life of the people is depicted. The centre 
of this social life was Charleston, which, owing to the wealth early 
acquired by its citizens, and to their constant intercourse with Eng- 
land, soon became a miniature London. England was the model in 
all things pertaining to manners, customs and culture; the latest 
fashions were imported from the metropolis; public balls and concerts 
were given; hunting was a favorite sport much indulged in; and it 
was said that the people were not satisfied unless the very brick for 
their houses were brought from England. Advertisements of races 
appear in the newspapers as early as 1734; the first theatre in America 
was built in Charleston in 1735, where " The Orphan, a Tragedy " was 
played the same year; clubs, partly social, partly charitable, were 
organized in 1729, and the first attempt to establish a public library 
was made in the same city in 1698. South Carolina as a colony and 
as a state has always taken an acute interest in the political questions 
of the day, and on this department of her history Mr. McCrady has 
brought to bear his great store of legal learning, as well as his knowl- 
edge of English constitutional history. So much has been written of 
the Navigation Acts and the Stamp Act that historians generally have 
given an undue amount of emphasis to these laws as the principal 
causes of the revolution. Mr. McCready has clearly recognized the 
influence of the minor abuses of the English government in bringing 
about rebellion — the acts of omission as well as of commission — which 
long continued, gradually sapped the foundations of loyalty, until, 
eaten out from below, rather than over-weighted from above, the 
structure fell. Even the old story of the struggle between the com- 
mons, the council and the governor has, under Mr. McCrady's touch, 
been invested with new interest, and the reader been made to feel 
that he is looking on at the play of giant forces which later will rend 
an empire and free a nation. Wiluam E. Mikkm,. 

University of Pennsylvania. 
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